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Press Release 

 

 
Emery Oleochemicals boosts “Bio-based” innovations with the 

commercialization of $50 million plant to mark its 175th 
anniversary 

 
Cincinnati operation celebrates with world’s first industrial-scale facility using scrap 

foam to produce new range of environmentally-friendly polyols 
 

CINCINNATI (September 18, 2015) – Emery Oleochemicals, the world’s leading natural-based 

chemicals producer and largest oleochemicals manufacturer in North America, celebrates its 

175th anniversary today in conjunction with the commercialization of its $50 million Bio-based 

and Recycled Content Polyols Plant. 

 

The plant, which began construction in late 2013, makes its mark as the world’s first industrial-

scale facility capable of utilizing scrap foam as feedstock to manufacture a new range of 

sustainable polyols. Additionally, by leveraging Emery Oleochemicals’ proprietary feedstock 

technology, the company is well-positioned to also provide performance bio-based polyol 

solutions. 

 

Combined, the bio-based and recycled content polyols create a wide-ranging solutions 

portfolio suited for high-growth industries, such as automotive, furniture, major appliances, 

construction and coatings, adhesives, sealants & elastomers (CASE). Offering industry players 

sustainable products that can address energy efficiencies in buildings and reduce the amount 

of scrap foam dumped into landfills, the new plant will also manufacture renewable-based 

products for bio-lubricants, green polymers and bio-pesticides applications. 

 

“This is a strategically important investment for Emery Oleochemicals, allowing us to play a 

leading role in the commercial production of bio-based chemicals in the USA,” said Jay Taylor, 

senior vice president, chief manufacturing officer and regional managing director, North 

America. “Accelerating our capabilities in producing sustainable solutions, this new plant 

reinforces our commitment to providing innovative solutions that help our customers meet 

changing market needs and increasing demands mainly in flexible and rigid foams, and 

coatings, adhesives, sealants & elastomers (CASE) applications.” 

 

In addition to the $50 million plant investment, Emery Oleochemicals has invested in an 

expanded Technical Development Center (TDC) that will serve as its global innovation hub for 

the bio-polyols, bio-lubricants and bio-pesticides industries. It is expected to launch at the end 

of 2015. 
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Douglas da Silva Rosa, chief technology officer of Emery Oleochemicals, believes that growing 

capabilities and on-the-ground technical presence enables the company to operate with 

speed and agility; converting local insights into innovative and sustainable products.  

 

“Our continued investments in research and innovation will expand our business in the area of 

natural-based chemicals, allowing us to build a portfolio of differentiated products in the 

marketplace and drive new growth opportunities. Creative solutions, such as the recycled 

content polyols, will be the cornerstone to the success of our innovation pipeline,” explained 

Silva Rosa. 

 

Reflecting on the megatrends of rapid urbanization, resource scarcity and climate change,  

Emery Oleochemicals’ Group Chief Executive Officer Ramesh Kana emphasized, “This 

investment allows us to push the boundaries of science and advance sustainable solutions that 

transcend product performance and margin contributions. By ‘going beyond specialties’, we 

look to enabling a better future by means of differentiated thinking. New approaches in 

sustainable product stewardship are a major driver of innovation for a resource-efficient way 

of life.” 

- END - 
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About Emery Oleochemicals Group 

 

A leading producer of natural-based chemicals made predominantly from natural oils and fats 

such as plant-based oil and tallow. We offer an extensive product portfolio, including 

renewable solutions for the Agro Green, Bio-Lubricants, Eco-Friendly Polyols, Green Polymer 

Additives, Home & Personal Wellness and OleoBasics markets. With revenue of US$1billion 

(2014), the company is headquartered in Malaysia and has manufacturing plants spanning 

three continents - Asia Pacific, North America, and Europe. Emery Oleochemicals’ global 

operations are backed by a diverse workforce and an extensive distribution network covering 

over 50 countries worldwide.  

 

About Emery Oleochemicals LLC 

 

The “Emery” name was established in 1840, as a tallow and candle business founded by 

Thomas Emery Sr. Today, Emery Oleochemicals LLC operates in a premise spanning the village 

of St. Bernard and city of Cincinnati, operational since 1885. Employing 300, the site is credited 

for many pioneering innovations including the early forerunners of today’s broad line of 

surfactants, and lubricants and greases for the aviation, automotive and industrial 

applications. Through its dedicated Centers of Excellence, the operation focuses on solutions 

for the bio-polyols, bio-lubricants and bio-pesticides industries, supported by its mainstay basic 

oleochemicals business. 

 

For more information, please log on to www.emeryoleo.com  
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